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| CURSTHAS?

DID IT LOOK LIKE THIS THEN? YES!

r_
How Christmas Looked to the Shepherds

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them. And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them...The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been
told.” Luke 2:6-20 NIV

Jesus’ Entry Into My Life Can ...

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. Luke 2:9 NIV

| bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly
a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.” Luke 2:10-14 NASB

23| will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he
will tend them and be their shepherd. 2*| the Lorbp will be their God, and my servant
David will be prince among them. | the LORD have spoken.

25«1 will make a covenant of peace with them and rid the land of savage beasts so
that they may live in the wilderness and sleep in the forests in safety. 261 will make
them and the places surrounding my hill a blessing. | will send down showers in
season; there will be showers of blessing. 2’ The trees will yield their fruit and the
ground will yield its crops; the people will be secure in their land. They will know
that | am the LoRD, when | break the bars of their yoke and rescue them from the
hands of those who enslaved them. Ezekiel 34:23-27 NIV

“Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. 2 All who have come before me
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. °I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.

114 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
1“1 am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me—*°just as the
Father knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down my life for the sheep.
John 10: 7-11, 14-15 NIV

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. Luke 2:15-16 NIV

“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said
to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” Luke 2:17-20 NIV

| Must Imitate ...

“So they hurried ...” Luke 2:16a NIV

“My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do
nothing to show it? Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it...Someone
might claim, “You have faith and | have action.” But how can | see your faith apart
from your actions? Instead, I'll show you my faith by putting it into practice in
faithful action.” James 2:14, 18 CEB



