
 

 

What Does God Say about the Power of My Words? 
Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in 
the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 Indeed, we 
all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would 
be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way. James 
3:1-2 NLT 
 

1. The Words I Choose _______________________________ 
3 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small 
bit in its mouth. 4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever 
the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. 5 In the 
same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. 
James 3:3-5a NLT 
 

2. The Words I Choose _______________________________ 
But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 6 And among all the parts 
of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of 
wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on 
fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. James 3:5b-6 NLT 
 

A scoundrel plots evil, and his speech is like a scorching fire. A perverse 
man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. Proverbs 
16:27-28 NIV 
 

They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and 
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They 
are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are 
senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Romans 1:29-31 NIV 
 

3. The Words I Choose _______________________________ 

7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no 
one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 
James 3:7-8 NLT 
 

Set a guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips. 
Psalm 141:3 NIV 
 

4. The Words I Choose _______________________________ 
9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses 
those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and 
cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and 
sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both 
fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a 
grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a 
salty spring. James 3:9-12 NLT 
 

“You have minds like a snake pit! How do you suppose what you say is 
worth anything when you are so foul-minded? It’s your heart, not the 
dictionary, that gives meaning to your words. A good person produces 
good deeds and words season after season. An evil person is a blight 
on the orchard. Let me tell you something: Every one of these careless 
words is going to come back to haunt you. There will be a time of 
Reckoning. Words are powerful; take them seriously. Words can be 
your salvation. Words can also be your damnation.” Matthew 12:34b-
35 MSG 
 

BEFORE YOU SPEAK, T.H.I.N.K.  
 
• T—Is it ____________________________________?  
 
• H—Is it ____________________________________?  
 
• I—Is it _____________________________________?  
 
• N—Is it ____________________________________?  
 
• K—Is it ____________________________________? 

 


