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The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land | will show you. 2 “l will make you into a great
nation, and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing.? | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 4*So Abram went, as the
LorD had told him ... °® and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived
there. ” The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring | will give this
land.” So he built an altar there to the LorRD, who had appeared to him. Genesis
12:1-4a, 5b, 7
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1 The LorD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look around from
where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. > All the land that
you see | will give to you and your offspring forever. 1®1 will make your offspring
like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your
offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the
land, for | am giving it to you.” Genesis 13:14-17
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After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid,
Abram. | am your shield, your very great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “Sovereign
LORD, what can you give me since | remain childless and the one who will inherit
my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” Then the word of the
LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own
flesh and blood will be your heir.” > He took him outside and said, “Look up at the
sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” ® Abram believed the LoRrD, and he credited it to him as
righteousness. Genesis 15:1-6

12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful
darkness came over him. 2 Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for
four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own
and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. **But | will punish the nation
they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.
5You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old
age. ®In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin
of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” Genesis 15:12-16
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Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LorD did for Sarah
what he had promised. 2Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in
his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name
Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. * When his son Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. > Abraham was a hundred
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Genesis 21:1-5
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Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here | am,”
he replied. 2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—
Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a
mountain | will show you.” Genesis 22:1-2

15The angel of the LoRrD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 6 and said,
“I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, 7 | will surely bless you and make your
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.
Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, #and
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have
obeyed me.” Genesis 22:15-18

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who
had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 8 even
though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned.” " 1® Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a
manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. Hebrews 11:17-19

21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 22 And the
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to
him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 2* You see that a person is
considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. James 2:21-24



